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Access Policy for Known Offenders
OFFSITE ONLY
Purpose
We are committed to providing a safe, secure, and welcoming environment for all people, especially children and vulnerable individuals. Safety is a primary responsibility of church leadership and must not be compromised.  
1. Who This Applies To
This policy applies to any individual who:
· Is currently listed on a known sex offender registry
· Was convicted of an offense against a minor
2. Non-Negotiables
These are not flexible:
· Not permitted to attend any on-site church gatherings or events
· Not permitted to serve in any capacity (volunteer, staff, or leadership)
· No participation in any ministry environments
3. Attendance Restrictions
Individuals in this category may not attend anything on church property, including:
· Weekend services
· Midweek gatherings
· Classes or groups
· Meetings
· Special events or conferences
No exceptions based on event type or presence of minors
4. Serving & Participation
· No serving in any capacity.
· No leadership, volunteer, or staff involvement.
· No “limited” or “partial” participation options.
5. Approved Offsite Group Participation
The only allowable engagement is through an approved offsite group.

Requirements:
· Must be coordinated through a location pastor or associate pastor designated by the location pastor
· Directional Leadership Team may deny, limit, or revoke access at any time
· Ongoing participation depends on compliance and accountability
· Group leader must be informed that the individual is on the sex offender registry
· No children may be present at any time
6. Exceptions
· Exceptions are extremely rare
· The Directional Leadership Team holds final authority
· Requests for an exception must be submitted by the location pastor using the approved form with 30 days for DLT review
· Exceptions may be granted, denied, limited, or revoked at any time
· No one should assume an exception will be made
7. Conditional Agreement (Required)
Before participating in any approved offsite group, the individual must:
· Acknowledge this policy in writing
· Agree to follow all guidelines and restrictions
· Accept any additional conditions set by leadership
No agreement = no participation
8. Zero Tolerance Policy
This is a zero-tolerance policy.
If any rule is violated:
· Immediate intervention
· Removal from group participation
· Review by church leadership
No exceptions.
9. Responsibilities of Location Pastor
Location pastor must:
· Approve any offsite participation before it begins
· Ensure full understanding of restrictions
· Maintain appropriate oversight and communication
· Address concerns immediately
· Monitor ongoing compliance
· Notify Executive Pastor of all approved individuals through established protocols
10. Heart Behind This
We believe:
· Everyone matters to God
· Safety is our responsibility
· Boundaries are necessary for protection
· Care and accountability can coexist
This policy allows us to uphold safety without compromising our commitment to people
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