GOD PROVIDES (2)
The Law of Seeds
Galatians 6:7-10
Visual: Bring a hand full of seeds that you use to illustrate
We are in a three part series entitled God Provides. Built in the nature of God is the desire to provide. He calls himself Jehova-Jireh (God the provider). Often we set ourselves up to miss the provision of God. These three laws are key to experience God’s provision. 1) the law of Source  2) the law of Seeds and 3) the law of Center. 
LAW #1: THE LAW OF SOURCE:  The ultimate source and owner of all that I posses is God. When I act like the owner I will eventually plug the source and dishonor the owner.

LAW #2: THE LAW OF SEEDS: My destiny is directly influenced by the quantity, the timing and the type of seeds that I am currently sowing. I cannot expect my future to be different if I am unwilling to alter my present.

How we think about money is the most important factor in determining our financial future. Here is a statement to being to correct our thinking about finances.
Have people stand declare this over their wallet or purse.
Power Statement:

I declare that God is the owner of all that I possess. His plan is that I walk in overflow and joy in every area of my life. The way I manage my money is a spiritual matter. My GIVING, SAVING, INVESTING and SPENDING are a reflection of my spiritual life and worship. I am choosing to handle my money in a way that allows me to be in the center of God’s blessing zone.

Understand four factors about the Law of Seeds:
The law of seeds apply to many areas of our life not just finances. Our health, our marriage, our spiritual life, our mind, our career, our parenting…
1. The GARANTEE factor: This principle will be applied to the world at large by divine order.
Galatians 6:7-8 Do not be deceived; God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 
Don’t think that you can fool God. God sees behind the curtain and knows what you are sowing.
We are tempted to doubt the law of seeds because we see what seem to be exceptions, but remember in time God has guaranteed no one will escape this law.

a) What we are today is due to what we did yesterday.
· Our position, attitude, character, etc., is the result of our

             actions in the past
(Chinese Christian) Chiang Kai-shek once wrote:

In the end, we are all the  sum total of our actions. Character cannot be counterfeited, nor can it put on and cast off as if it were a garment to meet the whim of  the moment. Like the markings on wood which are ingrained in the very heart of the tree, character requires time and nurturing for growth and development. Thus also, day by day, we write our own destiny; for inexorably...we become what we do."

· We cannot lay blame on heredity, environment, parents, society, spouses, neighborhoods, bosses…
· Such things influenced us only to the degree that we let them sow more or less of the right seeds.
b) What we are tomorrow will be due to what we do today. 
· We can change, if we do not like what we are today! 
· But such change comes slowly, not overnight 
· 2 And cdo not be conformed to this world, but dbe transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may eprove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. - cf. Ro 12:1-2;

· We must begin sowing today, if we want to reap tomorrow!
2. The SEED factor: The harvest you reap is determined by the type and quantity of seed you sow.
8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.
This law applies to spiritual life, health, relationships, ministry, business and even finances.
a) The Quantity: the amount of seeds you sow determines the amount of harvest you will be able to reap. 
2 Corinthians 9:6 Remember this whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and whoever sows generously will also reap generously
.
Luke 6:38  Give and shall be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
Remember you always reap more in direct proportion than what you sow.

A seed of corn produces a stalk filled with ears of corn. A seed of wheat produces a head full of wheat. An apple seeds eventually produces an apple tree not just one apple.

Hosea 8:7 They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind. The stalk has no head; it will produce no flour. Were it to yield grain, foreigners would swallow it up.

Israel had carelessly sown its spiritual seed in idolatry and alliances with ungodly nations. Consequently, the nation would reap the whirlwind of God's judgment in destruction, captivity and exile.
b) The Quality: the type of seeds you sow will determine the kind of harvest you will be able to reap.
The tithe and first fruits principle is key in understanding the power of giving to God first.

Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.
Malachi 3:8-10 Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.”But you ask ‘How do we rob you?’ “In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,”says the Lord almighty, “And see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.
3. The PERSERVERANCE factor: My reaping is dependant on my commitment to continue to sow the right seed. 

if we do not give up.
Many of us are good starters but we are lousy finishers. We get motivated and excited about something and we buy the tapes and start the program and then give up when it gets hard or we don’t see immediate results.

One of the key factors in every training process is to help keep ourselves motivated to do the hard things.

The LAG factor: There is a lag time between the sowing of the seed and the reaping of the harvest. 
.for at the proper time we will reap a harvest
Most of us blow it during the lag phase.

At the proper time. Often people lose patience while they are waiting .

We should not grow weary..
      1. There is the need for patience and perseverance 

      2. The labor is not in vain –

 1Co 15:58 nTherefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing othat your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
      3. We shall reap if we don't lose heart and give up

      -- Learn from the farmer...have faith like a farmer!
4. The OPPORTUNITY factor: There is a window of opportunity that comes and goes.

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
There are windows of opportunity that open and close before us. Some of us are waiting for the perfect set up but we need to look at the windows that are opening and closing.
ILLUS: This Haiti crisis. It is a window of opportunity. It may not be the best time for us to give, but the window of maximum impact is now.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven. A time to be born and a time to die. A time to plant and a time to uproot.

Altar Call: What will you start sowing today to affect your tomorrow. When it comes to finances are you sowing seeds into the 10-10-80?.
