Series: GOD PROVIDES (1)
The Law of “Source”

Introduction: Today we start a three part series entitled “God Provides”. I want you to see that God is a provider and delights in providing. The problem is often times we violate the spiritual laws that allow us to receive what God provides. We will be looking at three key spiritual laws related to this area.
a) The Law of “Source”
b) The Law of “Seeds”
c) The Law of “Center”
Power Statement:

I declare that God is the owner of all that I possess. His plan is that I walk in overflow and joy in every area of my life. The way I manage my money is a spiritual matter. My GIVING, SAVING, INVESTING and SPENDING are a reflection of my spiritual life and worship. I am choosing to handle my money in a way that allows me to be in the center of God’s blessing zone.
(Special thanks to Pastor Craig from LifechurchTV for some of his help with this material)
Illus: Some times we are like kids at Chucky Cheese. We play the games to get the tickets to get the prize. We work hard at getting many tickets believing the prize is worth it. In the end it is a cheap prize that ends up in the trash.
Illus: How many of you had the life goal of being rich growing up. The problem is we don’t know what the rich line is. As a kid if you had $100 you thought you were rich. The line keeps moving.

“Rich” is that “rich” is a moving target. I Remember when I was making $12,000 I thought that if I could make $25,000 all my problems would be solved.
Gallup polled people. Those making $30,000  said they would feel rich if they made $75,000 a year. Asked people making $50,000 how much would you need to make to feel rich they said $100,000.

We are rich when put in perspective: 3 billion people live off or 2 dollars a day. Take two dollars out of my pocket to illustrate. Over one in two people alive today live off of less than two dollars. People work all day to earn that amount.

If you earn $37,000 a year you are in the top 4% of wage earners in the world. Make $45,000 you are in the top 1% of wage earners in the world.
Rich is a matter of perspective.

Your New Prayer: Not- Oh Lord increase my income. Oh Lord help me manage what I have better so you can entrust me with more. 
LAW #1: THE LAW OF SOURCE:  The ultimate source and owner of all that I posses is God. When I act like the owner I will eventually plug the source and dishonor the owner.
The greatest factor to our financial health is how we think about money not what amount is on our paycheck.
The first thought we need to clarify is where does money come from and who is the owner of what I earn.

Where does the power to make money come from: 
Deut. 8:17-18a You may say to yourself,(Self talk)  “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth.  
Ecclesiates 5:19 Moreover when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work--- this is a gift of God.

Who is the owner of all that I earn:

Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.
Psalm 89:11 The heavens are Thine, the earth also is Thine; the world and all it contains…. 

What does that make me? A manager. The way I manage my money and possession is a spiritual issue. It reveals something about my spiritual life.

As a manager here are three choices I need to make: 

1) Since God is the source and owner of all that I posses… I choose to celebrate what has been entrusted to me.
Hebrews 13:5 Keep your live free from the love of money and be content with what you have because God has said He will never leave you or forsake you.  
1 Tim. 6:6-7 But godliness with contentment is great gain…. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  
An article in Newsweek noted, “60% of Americans spend more annually than their income.”
Colossians 3:5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature; sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed which is idolatry.  
Self Test:

a) Do you have a get rich mindset?

b) Do you have to delay paying bills by borrowing more money so you can pay them?

c) Do you frequently have overdue bills?

d) Are your family needs not being met?

e) Do you have to over commit to work?

f) Do you go on binges of self-indulgence placing yourself further in debt?

g) Do you lack commitment to supporting God’s work with your finances?
Contentment begins with an attitude of thanksgiving. Right now can you pause and begin to thank God for what he has entrusted to you. Don’t despise what the Master has given to you.
c) Since God is the source and owner of all that I posses…. I choose walk in freedom and not let these resources come under the mastery of others.

When I get in debt I am allowing someone else to control me and the money entrusted to me.

Proverbs 22:2 The rich rule over the poor and the borrower is a servant to the lender.

I Corinthians 6:12 Everything is permissible for me- but not everything is beneficial. Everything is permissible for me—but I will not be mastered by anything.

Romans 13:8. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.
Look at the heart of God when it comes to debt cancellation.
The Mosaic Law granted debt cancellation for 1650 years. Established in Duet 15:1-2
At the end of every seven years you shall grant a remission of debts. And this is the manner of remission: every creditor shall release what he has loaned to his neighbor; he shall not exact it of his neighbor and his brother, because the Lord’s remission has been proclaimed.  Deut. 15:1-2

Ron Blue writes, "Getting into debt is as easy as getting down an ice-covered mountain. Getting out of debt is just as difficult as climbing that same mountain."
Nothing can attack you in the natural (financial) realm unless it has a root in the spirit realm. 
a) Discontentment

b) Materialism or Greed
c) Envy
d) Pride and Identity Issues

e) Self Control .
b) Since God is the source and owner of all that I posses.. I choose to give, spend and save according to the values of the kingdom.
Teach the simple 10-10- 80 principle. Give 10% Save 10% and Live on 80%

The Steward Principle: What I do with little shows what I would do with more. Luke 16: 10  

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 

A steward is someone who manages something that belongs to someone else. He does not own it, but has the privilege of enjoying it and using it for the profit of his master.
The Spiritual-Money Principle: The way I manage money gives insight to my spiritual life. Luke 16: 11

So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?

The way I manage my money and possession is a spiritual issue. It reveals something about my spiritual life.

Before God allows you to manage real important things He looks at how you manage your money. 

Question: What am I doing with what I currently have. God always starts with what you have not with what you don’t have.

VISUAL: Have everyone take out their wallet.  Now speak to your wallet and say: You will not master me. With God’s power I will master you and make you a servant to God’s plans. I will live in overflow and be debt free.

Altar Call: A bigger issue to the law of source is establishing the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our life. We will not practice the law of Source unless we accept the Lordship of Jesus.
