GOD PROVIDES (3)

The Law of Center
Malachi 3:6-10

This principle affects the other principles. In fact if you don’t get this one right it will cancel the benefits of the other two.

LAW #1: THE LAW OF SOURCE:  The ultimate source and owner of all that I posses is God. When I act like the owner I will eventually plug the source and dishonor the owner.

LAW #2: THE LAW OF SEEDS: My destiny is directly influenced by the quantity, the timing and the type of seeds that I am currently sowing. I cannot expect my future to be different if I am unwilling to alter my present.

Today the third law. The Law of Center…..
LAW #3: THE LAW OF CENTER: The nature of God is to provide and He delights in giving. I can chose to live in or out of the zone of God’s blessing. My position does not change the nature of God.. only my ability to receive what he wants to provide.
Have people stand declare this over their wallet or purse.
Power Statement:

I declare that God is the owner of all that I possess. His plan is that I walk in overflow and joy in every area of my life. The way I manage my money is a spiritual matter. My GIVING, SAVING, INVESTING and SPENDING are a reflection of my spiritual life and worship. I am choosing to handle my money in a way that allows me to be in the center of God’s blessing zone.

Spiritual Renewal and Financial Management Go Hand in Hand.
Malachi 3:6-10

Israel’s Backslidden Condition:

1. The men had married women who worshipped other gods. 2:10-12 (Compromise)
2. The men were divorcing their wives and breaking their covenants in order to marry these pagan women.  2:13-16 (Selfishness)
3. The people were doubting that God would bring justice and had grown cynical about the benefits of living right.  2:17-3:1-5

(doubt or lack of faith)
Their spiritual compromise and unfaithfulness had shown up in the way they managed their money and gave to God and others.
1.  Spiritual Renewal can be stopped by financial disobedience.
6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ “In tithes and offerings. 

(3: 7) “Return to me and I will return to you” says the Lord Almighty.

The people ask “How are we to return?”  The prophet tells them that the key is in their tithes and offerings.

“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’

In tithes and offerings.
The word for “rob” in the original Hebrew is a strong word that means “to take forcibly”.

God calls it robbery because they had unlawful possession of what belonged to God. It isn’t because only the tithes and offerings belonged to God. In fact, everything we have belongs to God (Psalm 24:1). Yet God does not normally command us to give everything that belongs to Him; He allows us to keep some as managers on His behalf. But the tithes and offerings are different; they are not given to us to manage - they belong to what the Lord calls My house, the house of the Lord.
A key step to spiritual renewal was to begin to honor God with their finances.

Their lack of giving had actually taken the blessing away from their finances and prosperity and had placed them under a curse.
The Problem: The people were sinning against God with their 

finances. They were not bringing their whole tithes and offerings 
therefore they were failing to honor God as he expected them to.

The is the First Fruits principle at work

Tithe is a divine law practiced: Before the law (Genesis 14:20; 28:22; During the law (Lv. 27:30; Num.18:24) and Sanctioned by Jesus in the NT (Luke 11:42). In the book of Acts the believers seemed to give much more than a tithe.

“offerings” has to do with special gifts above and beyond the tithe
2. Lack of obedience in Giving plugs up the channel of God’s release.
9 You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
The Result: You are under a curse that affects the whole nation

What kind of curse?  A curse that did not allow them to prosper. They had to struggle to keep their gains.
Does God curse his people—NO! God is the God of blessings that has come to break curses. We curse ourselves when we do not step into the place where God can bless us.

I don’t believe that God curses what he has blessed. But if we block the blessing we are cursing ourselves. 

3.  Our Giving brings a release in the spiritual realm that God encourages us to test.

Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.

The Solution requires full obedience. Partial obedience is simply disobedience:  Bring the whole tithe and offering into the storehouse. The storehouse of the Lord.
1 Corinthians 16:1-4 makes it clear that our giving must be: Periodic, Planned, Proportional and Private

** I saw a bumper sticker that said: “Tithe if you love Jesus, any fool can honk.”
I also heard of a sticker that said: “Honk if you love Jesus.. Text if you want to meet him soon!”
God promises two types of release:

a. The Release of abundance

Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.
The reference to the windows of heaven reminds us of the glorious account of provision in 2 Kings 7,
b. The Release of Protection

11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the Lord Almighty.
“I will prevent pests from devouring your crops…” 

More Literal would be “…I will prevent the Eater…. Feel like your finances are getting eaten away?

Listen to what God told the people when they were neglecting the house of God and spending on themselves Haggai 1:5-9 (The Message)

Take a good, hard look at your life. Think it over. You have spent a lot of money, but you haven’t much to show for it. You keep filling your plates, but you never get filled up. You keep drinking and drinking and drinking, but you’re always thirsty.You put on layer after layer of clothes, but you can’t get warm. (NIV)

 (3:16) Than those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his name.

They determined what they were going to do and they put it in writing.
Altar Call:  They were moved to write their commitment down. 

Provide a commitment card that says:

I am committing myself to step in the Zone and live the 10-10-80 principles. I will start today. Give me the faith and courage to keep my commitment.
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