
SERIES: WI$E: Having Sense & Making Change
Message: #3 Giving is More than a Money Issue
Text: Proverbs 3:1-6
Topic: Giving is a Big Deal to God

BIG IDEA:   Giving is a Big Deal to God, but it’s not about your Money

INTRODUCTION:  Widow’s Mite Story OR Money Jokes

Why are we making such a big deal about money and giving?
· This is our third sermon on money and giving.  Why?
· We preach on this every single year. Why?
· Jesus watched people as they gave their offering.  Why?
· More verses on money than on Heaven and Hell.  Why?
· Jesus is blown away by the widow’s tiny offering.  Why?

Why is giving such a big deal to God?  Today we are going to answer that question.  And this may shock you.  It’s not really about your money!  We have learned that wisdom matters more than money from Proverbs 3.  We have learned that God wants us to give our first and best to him from our money in Proverbs 3.  Now we will learn from Proverbs 3 why this matters so much.
 
1. GIVING IS SUCH A BIG DEAL TO GOD BECAUSE IT’S A DESTINY ISSUE AND GOD WANTS THE BEST FOR HIS CHILDREN
1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, 2 for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.
EXPLANATION: 
We’ve preached this chapter out of order.
We know Solomon talks about wisdom, money, and giving.
But what does he begin with?  He tells us why money is such a big deal to God.
Destiny: Used here to mean the quality of our future/life.  
"My Son"  
· Father to son advice to guide son to a good life
· God is our Father.  His commands about money are there to bless us and lead us to the best life.
What the Father's heart wants for our destiny:
1) long life (v. 2)       	2)  peace (v. 2)
3)  favor (v. 4) 		4)  good success (v.4)
5)  direction (v.6)	6)  healing (v. 8)
7)  refreshment (v. 8)	8)  abundant provision (v. 10)

SUPPORT:
Matthew 7:9-11  “Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!” 
Psalm 119:24 “Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors.”

ILLUSTRATION:  No Rules Football OR Parental Rules

APPLICATION:
You know what God commands about giving.  Will you:
· Ignore this money guidance and do the same old, same old?
· Half-obey by upping your giving a marginal amount to appease your conscience?
· Fully obey your wise Father who has your best in mind?

2. GIVING IS SUCH A BIG DEAL TO GOD BECAUSE IT’S A LOVE ISSUE AND GOD WANTS YOU TO LOVE HIM MOST 
3 Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.
EXPLANATION: 
Chapter is going to talk about money, so why start with love?  
Your heart and your wallet are incredibly connected!
What you choose to spend money on and what you love are the same thing!
Giving is therapy for our heart.  We are saying that God is our true treasure.
Unwillingness to give is a sign that money, or something it buys, is our true treasure.  

SUPPORT:
Matt 6:21 - Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
1Tim 6:10 - Love of money is the root of all kinds of evil
Matt 6:24 - We can't serve both God and money

ILLUSTRATION:  Cheap Husband OR Checkbook Priorities

APPLICATION:
· Picture your budget and what you spend your money on.  After necessary things like food and shelter, what do you spend your money on?
· Is there anything on that list that you love too much to give up in order to give to God?
· If your heart isn’t there yet, start giving anyway.  Jesus says that your heart will follow wherever your money goes! 

3. GIVING IS SUCH A BIG DEAL TO GOD BECAUSE IT’S A FAITH ISSUE AND GOD WANTS YOU TO TRUST HIM
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
EXPLANATION:
What else does Solomon say right before he teaches on money?

Trust God with all your heart.
Tithing hurts.  Giving up money is scary.  Do you trust God to provide?
Money gives us a feeling of control over our life, sense of security. 
We become control freaks  
Control is an illusion.  We don’t control our future, the economy, or tomorrow.  God does.  We need to trust Him. 
What you do with your money is proof of who and what you are trusting in.

SUPPORT: 
Matt 6:33 – Seek first the Kingdom, rest will be added to you 
2 Cor 9:6 – Sow sparingly/generously, Reap sparingly/generously
Luke 6:38 - "Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 

ILLUSTRATION:  Child Diving, Dashboard Lights, OR Cash Fist

APPLICATION:  
- Acknowledge that you are not in control of the future. (Say it)
- Ask God to help you trust Him with an undivided heart (Pray it)
- Take an act of faith with your money to live in the principles of wisdom, giving, and tithing we've been learning about (Obey it)

CLOSING:

What you do with your money is an incredibly big deal. God cares about it immensely!  Not because God is broke!  He doesn't need your money!  But because He wants your best and that comes from following His wise and good commands. He wants your heart and love and where your money is your heart will be. And He wants your trust and faith to be in Him and not your job, or wallet, or savings. Let's be a people who put our money where our mouth is. Let's invest in the kingdom and trust our Father. 

ALTAR CALL/REPSONSE
Altar Call/Response:   Automate the Important, one decision, one step of faith can direct your path for the whole year.  (Provide a way to sign up either as they leave or in the pews)

====================APPENDIX===================
INTRODUCTION


The Widow’s Mites

And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” (Mark 12:41-44 ESV)
Jesus is full of the unexpected...
--> the world's way... you take care of your big donors..
--> change in the offering is not significant to huamans..
Jesus takes a seat and watches people give...
(God watches the offering time.. it is part of worship)
The rich are giving big and it is obvious...
not just a chunk of gold.. they probably got smaller coins to make the gift look real big... it is a show... heads are turned... priests are thankful... people take notice..
a poor widow... who had been through tough times...
This woman had lost the love of her life...
She most likely was very poor because she either had no sons or her sons were poor.  Tough for an older women to be childless and maybe even toughter to have sons who have abandoned you or are just haven't made it in life and our poor themselves.
She plops here two copper coins that worth a penny in the offering box. 
In God's eyes... she was the largest donor of the day.
she gave 100%
i can see the disciples mouth drop... maybe judas chuckled to himself... come on ... really ... a penny worth more than the rich man's gift. 
God is not looking for equal giving but equal sacrifice. 
He is looking for people who trust him like this woman that they will live to see another day even if they give all they have left.
He looking for people who love him enough to sacrifice and put him first and give him their best.

Money Jokes

Dad’s Compared[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Howard, Brain. "Greedy Pastors, Funny Jokes, & the ARP Payscale." Brian L. Howard. N.p., 29 May 2012. Web. 2 Feb. 2014. <http://brianlhoward.blogspot.com/2012/05/greedy-pastors-funny-jokes-arp-payscale.html>.] 


Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers. The first boy says, 'My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they give him $50.' 
The second boy says, 'That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him $100.' 
The third boy says, 'I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to collect all the money!'

A Charity Case
A local charity had never received a donation from the town’s banker, so the director made a phone call.
“Our records show you make $500,000 a year, yet you haven’t given a penny to charity,” the director began. “Wouldn’t you like to help the community?”
The banker replied, “Did your research show that my mother is ill, with extremely expensive medical bills?”
“Um, no,” mumbled the director.
“Or that my brother is blind and unemployed? Or that my sister’s husband died, leaving her broke with four kids?”
“I … I … I had no idea.”
“So,” said the banker, “if I don’t give them any money, why would I give any to you?”[endnoteRef:2] [2:  "Money Jokes - A Charity Case Joke | Reader's Digest." Reader's Digest. N.p., n.d. Web. 2 Feb. 2014. <http://www.rd.com/jokes/funny/ways-to-save/a-charity-case-joke/#ixzz2sCrnqVX7>.] 


Lost and Found[endnoteRef:3] [3:  "Money Jokes - Lost and Found Joke | Reader's Digest." Reader's Digest. N.p., n.d. Web. 2 Feb. 2014. <http://www.rd.com/jokes/funny/ways-to-save/lost-and-found-money-joke/#ixzz2sCsOM5wR>.] 

The teenager lost a contact lens while playing basketball in his driveway. After a brief, fruitless search, he gave up. His mother took up the cause and within minutes found the lens.
"How did you do that?" he asked.
"We weren’t looking for the same thing," she explained. "You were looking for a small piece of plastic. I was looking for $150." 

MAIN POINT 1

No Rules Football[endnoteRef:4] [4:  "Royal Shrovetide Football." Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, n.d. Web. 2 Feb. 2014. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Shrovetide_Football#The_Rules>.] 


There’s a town called Ashbourne in England where every year on fat Tuesday a game of No Rules Football is played.  Two teams from opposite ends of the town consisting of hundreds of people each play a day long match attempting to score a goal by bringing the ball into one of the two goals located 3 miles apart from each other.  There are no rules to this game aside from the following:

· “Committing murder or manslaughter is prohibited. Unnecessary violence is frowned upon.
· The ball may not be carried in a motorised vehicle.
· The ball may not be hidden in a bag, coat or rucksack etc.
· Cemeteries, churchyards and the town memorial gardens are strictly out of bounds.
· Playing after 10 pm is forbidden.
· To Score a Goal the ball must be tapped 3 times in the area of the Goal.”
While this tradition has been going on for centuries, every year there are dozens of people with injuries and lots of property damage.  

Transition: As much as we don’t like rules, rules can be very good for us.  Rules help us to stay in line and keep from harming each other.  Rules in school or the workplace keep things running smoothly.  Rules at home keep things safe and clean.  God doesn’t give us rules and commands just to make our lives harder.  God’s rules and commands are given to guide us and bless our lives.  So when God commands for us to wisely manage our money and give generously to Him and others, this command is for our own good.  We need to see it that way.

Parental Rules

Every parent has rules for their child.  And most of those rules have very good reasons behind them.  
· No running with scissors.  Why?  So you don’t stab yourself!
· No ball playing in the house.  Why?  So you don’t break the TV we all love so much!
· Do your chores.  Why?  So you can learn to serve your family and be responsible.
· No games before homework.  Why?  So you become smart and have good opportunities in the future.
Parents give rules that will help their kids.

Transition:  As much as we don’t like rules, rules can be very good for us.  Rules help us to stay in line and keep from harming each other.  Rules in school or the workplace keep things running smoothly.  Rules at home keep things safe and clean.  God doesn’t give us rules and commands just to make our lives harder.  God’s rules and commands are given to guide us and bless our lives.  So when God commands for us to wisely manage our money and give generously to Him and others, this command is for our own good.  We need to see it that way.

MAIN POINT 2

Cheap Husband

Picture a man who spends $40 to play golf and does so once or twice a month.  Recently, he decided his clubs were looking pretty shabby so he bought a new set about $300.  His anniversary rolls around and he buys a $5.99 pendant necklace and earring set from Target for his wife.  Let’s hear a big yes or no.  Should the wife be upset about how cheap her gift was?

Absolutely!  The money matters too!  Because where you spend your money shows what you really care most about!  This guy will gladly drop $80 a month to play golf but won’t spend even $10 on his wife to celebrate the whole year?  Something is wrong there and it’s deeper than the money, but the money shows it.  It’s a love issue.

Transition:  God’s not after your money, but He is after your heart.  Where you spend your money is good evidence of what you love.  That’s why it matters so much to God.

Checkbook Priorities

Larry Burkett used to say, “Show me your checkbook and I’ll show you your priorities.”[endnoteRef:5]  Think about that for a minute.  Today it might be show me your credit card statement but you get the point.  Imagine if I had your transaction history for the last two months and put it on screen.  What would we find out about you?  What would your priorities appear to be?  What would we see that you love the most?  Entertainment?  Netflix, X-Box Live, Movies?  Dining out?  Golf?  Your really expensive car payments?  That’s a scary thought for some of us to have it all up there on the screen.  Because it’s not just money.  It really does show what we care about and prioritize. [5:  "Church Budgeting: Who Sees The Numbers?." daveramsey.com. N.p., 17 Mar. 2010. Web. 2 Feb. 2014. <http://www.daveramsey.com/article/church-budgeting-who-sees-the-numbers/lifeandmoney_church/>.] 


Transition:  God’s not after your money, but He is after your heart.  Where you spend your money is good evidence of what you love.  That’s why it matters so much to God.

MAIN POINT 3

Child Diving

We’ve all seen that moment where a mom or dad is teaching their child to swim.  The parent gets in the water first and gets a little bit out from the ledge.  Mom or Dad extends their arms out to the child who is still standing at the edge terrified.  And then they say those words, “Jump in.  Trust me.”  And the child has a decision to make.  Will they listen to the fear in their heart saying, “I can’t swim!” or will they listen to the voice of their parent saying, “Trust me?”

Transition:  When it comes to giving 10%, that can be a very scary thing.  Can I afford it?  Will God provide for our needs?  But your Heavenly Father is watching with a smile saying, “Trust me.”

Dashboard

The dashboard on your car has warning lights.  They let you know that there is engine trouble, or low oil, or low tire pressure.  When I am worried about God providing for my needs, that anxiety and stress and lack of peace is a warning light... it is telling me that my faith levels are low. 

Cash Fist 

To illustrate the desire we have to control our lives with the money we have, take out some cash and clench it in your fist.  Say, “God, I need this money.  I have bills.  I have needs.  What will we do if the car breaks down?  If I give to you, my family will go wanting.  This is mine.  I don’t trust you!”

Then, unclench your fist and say, “Wow God, thank you for giving me this money.  How can I use it for your Kingdom?  I trust you to continue taking care of me.  Give me wisdom to spend it wisely.”



