SERIES: WI$E: Having Sense & Making Change
Message: #2  “Wisdom Gives God My First and Best”
Text: Proverbs 3:7-12
Topic:  Honoring God...Giving God My First and Best

[bookmark: _GoBack]BIG IDEA:   WISDOM IS HONORING GOD WITH THE FIRST AND BEST, NOT THE LAST AND LEFTOVERS

INTRODUCTION: Marooned on an Island 

Last week, we saw that wisdom is far better than money and God wants us to use wisdom when managing our money.  Today, we are going to see exactly how a wise person honors God with their money.  What does it look like to honor God with your money?  What does the Bible say about giving and offering plates?  How do I know that I am giving wisely?

US Giving Stats (See Appendix)

1.     LIVING WISELY MEANS THAT WE PUT GOD’S PLAN FIRST (v. 7-8)
7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 8 This will bring health to your body  and nourishment to your bones.
EXPLANATION:
· Wise in own eyes: Thinking “my way” and “my plan” is best
· Fear of God: For Christians, this is not terror but respect that leads to obedience
· Shun evil: Shun means to persistently avoid and reject (Lepers and criminals were shunned)
· It is an easy thing to be duped into thinking that we don’t need God.  We might not believe this is true in our lives, but we can live our lives making decisions and not truly relying fully on God and seeking Him.
· Many people today live thinking that they are doing the “right thing” but yet are missing it entirely

SUPPORT:
Proverbs 16:25
25 There is a way that looks right to a man, but its end is the way of death.
Proverbs 28:26
Those who trust in themselves are fools, but those who walk in wisdom are kept safe.

ILLUSTRATION:  Consult Manufacturer OR Judas Recommended

APPLICATION: 
· Are you playing with or flirting with sins rather than shunning?
· Who do you believe knows best? If you say ME, you need to repent and fear the Lord.

2.     LIVING WISELY MEANS THAT WE HONOR GOD FIRST WITH OUR FINANCIAL RESOURCES (v. 9-10)
v. 9 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops,
EXPLANATION: 
Honor = respect that is given to someone who is admired: good reputation : good quality or character as judged by other people : high moral standards of behavior[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Guralnik, David Bernard. Webster's New World dictionary of the American language. 2d college ed. New York: World Pub. Co., 1970. Print.] 

Honor in Hebrew: to be heavy or weighty, to give weight to
VISUAL:  Scales (PPT Image or Prop of Scales)

The way we honor the Lord is to give weight to the things that God considers valuable and important
God considers two things financially important:
1. The Firstfruits in my giving
2. Tithing

The First Fruit Principle
“The first of your firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the Lord your God” Exod. 23:19
Give to God first, before you spend your budget elsewhere

Tithing:
· Tithing is clear in God’s Word
· Tithing is 10%
· Tithing is not about checking it off of our holier than thou list.
· God tells us we should have cheerful and generous hearts. 
“Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even this whole nation” Mal. 3: 8-9

SUPPORT:
· Jericho was the first city Israel conquered in the Promise Land and all the spoils were the Lord’s.
· Consecrated or cursed=the tithe is consecrated to the Lord and for the Lord’s house. But if we take it for ourselves, it becomes a curse because it’s stolen. (The nation suffered defeat at Ai because Achan stole some of the tithe.)
· Abel vs. Cain: Abel’s offering was accepted because it was from the “first born” of his flocks. Cain simply brought an offering “in the course of time.”  (When you give matters)
ILLUSTRATION: $10 Quiz OR What If We Tithed OR Income Matching Tithe
APPLICATION:  Maybe you have never given on a consistent basis the 10%.  I would challenge you to begin today to begin today
10-10-80 Principle and AUTOMATE the IMPORTANT  (Show video to automate the important)
3.     HONORING GOD WITH OUR FIRST AND BEST RELEASES AN OVERFLOW OF RESOURCES TO OUR LIVES THAT RESULTS IN ABUNDANCE (v. 10)
v.10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.
Notice giving is the trigger that begins the process of receiving.

God’s blessing comes when we align ourselves with His giving principles

SUPPORT:
Luke 6:38   Give, it will be given (pressed/shaken/running over)
2 Corinthians 9:6-8  Sow Sparingly/Reap Sparingly, God loves a cheerful giver
Proverbs 22:9 The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor.

ILLUSTRATION:  Stocking Produce, Testimonies, OR Financial Returns

APPLICATION: 
Change the way you think.  Giving money to God is NOT losing it forever but investing in God’s Kingdom and setting up for future blessings.

4.     LIVING WISELY MEANS THAT I EMBRACE GOD’S LOVING DISCIPLINE WHEN I FAIL TO GIVE HIM MY FIRST AND BEST  (v. 11-12)
11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, 12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves,  as a father the son he delights in.
EXPLANATION: 
Discipline: Referring to giving firm consequences for someone’s bad actions with the desire that they learn from this mistake and do not repeat it
Rebuke: Sternly and clearly telling someone they have sinned 
God won’t bless my mess.  Many of us want to flow in God’s blessing even though we don’t honor Him in our giving or take into consideration what God Almighty is asking of us to walk and live in His Wisdom.   He has laid it all out in His Word. 
God disciplines those He loves.  Some of us live our lives and are living in the consequences of our bad decisions.

ILLUSTRATION: Tantrum OR If You Saw a Friend...

APPLICATION:
· Recognize the poor financial decisions you’ve made, especially as it relates to giving
· What consequences might God be using to wake you up?
· Learn your lesson and commit to honoring God with your First and your Best
.
CLOSING: It takes a lot of faith to give put our finances into God’s hands.  But when we choose to honor God by saying that He kingdom is worth more than our kingdom, by tithing, by giving to Him first, we open are following the wise financial plan laid out by the wisest one in the universe.  We are opening ourselves up to His blessing.  Imagine if this church was filled with generous givers who used their resources to further the Kingdom of God.  What amazing things could the Lord do!  It starts with me, and you, and you.  

(Show God Pie Video)

ALTAR CALL / RESPONSE:
· Give to God first and best (Tithe)
· Automate the important
· Register for Financial Peace University.
· Create/ revisit your budget.  You should know where each dollar belongs. 



======================APPENDIX====================
INTRODUCTION

Marooned on an Island[endnoteRef:2]  [2:  "Sermon illustrations humor stories tithing stewardship finances money generosity tithing offerings giving." Kluth. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 Jan. 2014. <http://www.kluth.org/church/illustrations.] 


Two men were marooned on an Island. One man paced back and forth worried and scared while the other man sat back and was sunning himself.  The first man said to the second man, "aren’t you afraid we are about to die." "No," said the second man, "I make $100,000 a week and tithe faithfully to my church every week. My Pastor will find me."   

US Giving Statistics
Church Giving[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Holmes, Mike. "What Would Happen If the Church Tithed?." RELEVANT Magazine. N.p., 10 July 2013. Web. 31 Jan. 2014. <http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/church/what-would-happen-if-church-tithed>.] 

· Tithers make up only 10-25 percent of a normal congregation. 
· Only 5 percent of the U.S. tithes, with 80 percent of Americans only giving 2 percent of their income. 
· Christians are only giving at 2.5 percent per capita, while during the Great Depression they gave at a 3.3 percent rate. 

Tither/Member Ratio[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Steffan, Melissa. "An Inside Look at Church Attenders Who Tithe the Most."Christianity Today. N.p., 17 May 2013. Web. 31 Jan. 2014. <http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2013/may/inside-look-at-church-attenders-who-tithe-most.html>.] 


Tithers also carry outsized importance in a congregation. The study found they comprise "only 10-25 percent of the families in the church, but they often provide 50 to 80 percent of the funding."


MAIN POINT 1

Consult the Manufacturer

It’s funny how we tend to ignore the directions and instruction manuals that come with the things we buy until we find ourselves in trouble.  Sometimes we even throw the manual away because we think we don’t need it.  We know how to build this IKEA bookshelf.  I know how to setup my new laptop.  But then when things go bad, after you’ve tried yelling at it and googled it, where do you turn when your laptop or computer won’t work?  You call the Dell or HP or Mac support line.  You go back to the manufacturer.  Because they built it and they know how to fix it.  They know the best ways to run it. 

Transition: One of these days we need to learn that God is our manufacturer.  He is our maker.  He has laid out a wise plan for our lives in the Bible.  And if we want this life to work well, we need to learn to live our lives according to His plan.  He knows best.

Judas Recommended[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Hansel, Tim. Eating problems for breakfast: a simple, creative approach to solving any problem. Dallas: Word Pub., 1988. Print.] 


To: Jesus, Son of Joseph
Woodcrafter's Carpenter Shop
Nazareth 25922
From: Jordan Management Consultants

Dear Sir:
Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have picked for managerial positions in your new organization. All of them have now taken our battery of tests; and we have not only run the results through our computer, but also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant.
The profiles of all tests are included, and you will want to study each of them carefully.
As part of our service, we make some general comments for your guidance, much as an auditor will include some general statements. This is given as a result of staff consultation, and comes without any additional fee.
It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in background, education and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you are undertaking. They do not have the team concept. We would recommend that you continue your search for persons of experience in managerial ability and proven capability.
Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has absolutely no qualities of leadership. The two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale. We feel that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew had been blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem Better Business Bureau; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale.
One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind, and has contacts in high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious, and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man. All of the other profiles are self-explanatory.
We wish you every success in your new venture.

Sincerely,
Jordan Management Consultants

Transition: You know, by earthly standards and by our thinking about what’s best, we would have picked the wrong guy!  Because our human wisdom is flawed.  No matter how hard we try to make the best decisions, we can end up looking like fools from time to time.  But God always knows best.  A wise person recognizes that God knows best and that His plan is the one to follow and builds their life on that.







MAIN POINT 2

$10 Quiz

Hold up ten $10 bills.  Ask how much would be a tithe.  Then ask the trickier question: “Which $10 bill is the tithe?”  Answer: “The first one to leave your hands.”

What if we Tithed?[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Holmes, Mike . "What Would happen if the Church Tithed?." RELEVANT Magazine. N.p., 10 July 2013. Web. 31 Jan. 2014. <http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/church/what-would-happen-if-church-tithed>.] 


“The larger point is what would happen if believers were to increase their giving to a minimum of, let's say, 10 percent. There would be an additional $165 billion for churches to use and distribute. The global impact would be phenomenal. Here's just a few things the Church could do with the kind of money: 
· $25 billion could relieve global hunger, starvation and deaths from preventable diseases in five years.
· $12 billion could eliminate illiteracy in five years. 
· $15 billion could solve the world’s water and sanitation issues, specifically at places in the world where 1 billion people live on less than $1 per day. 
· $1 billion could fully fund all overseas mission work.
· $100 – $110 billion would still be left over for additional ministry expansion.”

Transition:  Wow.  Could you imagine the amazing things that could happen in this community and around the world if we would just listen to his plan of giving in the church?

Income Matching Tithe[endnoteRef:7] [7:  "Sermon illustrations humor stories tithing stewardship finances money generosity tithing offerings giving." Kluth. N.p., n.d. Web. 31 Jan. 2014. <http://www.kluth.org/church/illustrations.] 


Leighton Farrell was the minister of Highland Park Church in Dallas for many years. He tells of a man in the church who once made a covenant with a former pastor to tithe ten percent of their income every year. They were both young and neither of them had much money. But things changed. The layman tithed one thousand dollars the year he earned ten thousand, ten thousand dollars the year he earned one-hundred thousand, and one- hundred thousand dollars the year he earned one million. But the year he earned six million dollars he just could not bring himself to write out that check for six-hundred thousand dollars to the Church.  He telephoned the minister, long since having moved to another church, and asked to see him. Walking into the pastor’s office the man begged to be let out of the covenant, saying, "This tithing business has to stop. It was fine when my tithe was one thousand dollars, but I just cannot afford six-hundred thousand dollars. You’ve got to do something, Reverend!" The pastor knelt on the floor and prayed silently for a long time. Eventually the man said, "What are you doing? Are you praying that God will let me out of the covenant to tithe?" "No," said the minister. "I am praying for God to reduce your income back to the level where one thousand dollars will be your tithe!"

Transition:  We so easily forget that the money God desires for us to tithe and give to Him is ultimately His in the first place.  Our jobs, our salaries, our possessions are all gifts from Him in the first place!  


French Fry Tithes

Imagine a father and son at McDonalds.  The father bought his young son a Happy Meal and bought a meal for himself as well.  They sat down at a booth and the father ate his food much faster than the boy.  While the boy was still enjoying his burger and fries, the father reached over to take a fry and his son quickly smacked his hand!  The father was caught by surprise for a moment and almost chuckled but decided not to encourage the behavior.  He reached for the fry again and the child smacked his hand again!  How dare he?  I paid for those fries with my money.  This whole meal was my gift to him and I’m only reaching for one fry.  

Transition:  We are that little boy when we refuse to tithe.  Everything we have is a gift from God: our possessions, salaries, jobs, everything.  And when God asks for 10%, we smack the hand of our generous Father when we refuse to tithe.

MAIN POINT 3 

Stocking Produce
When grocery stores and stores in general restock they don’t restock unless there is movement in the product.  The same applies to our lives.  Giving in our lives begins the flow but to the measure that we give it will be given to us.

Testimonies  

Find someone in your congregation who can share a story of receiving God’s financial blessing and provision when tithing.  You may also share your own story.

Financial Returns

CD's, Stocks, Mutual Funds, and other investments all work on this principle. You have to give your money, place it somewhere else, and in time you reap a return. Here, God is teaching us there is an investment option that He backs. When you give to Him generously and those in need, He makes sure that, in time, you reap a reward.

MAIN POINT 4

Tantrum

We’ve all seen a child in the middle of a bad tantrum.  It’s the worst when you see it in public, maybe at the mall or the grocery store. And you watch the mom or dad try and try to calm the child.  Maybe they start off by firmly telling them to behave but eventually it becomes a hostage negotiation and the parent caves in and gives the kid the toy he wanted to calm him down. We all know that's bad parenting. You don't reward bad behavior. You have to be firm and stand your ground. You let them cry. You take away their toys. You put them on time out. 

Transition:  God works the same way with us. You take the money he has blessed you with and you spend it on foolish things and don't use it wisely, he's not going to reward you with more. He may even let you deal with your consequences for a while. Because He wants to bless you but He doesn't want to spoil your character. Shape up. Turn to wisdom. Receive His discipline and He'll help you get back on track.

If You Saw A Friend…

If you saw a friend about to bite into a sandwich with moldy bread… would you smack it out of his hands or watch with a smile?


If you saw a friend already in gambling debt heading to get a loan for another bet… would you talk some sense into him or let him sink further into debt? 


If you saw a friend walking and distracted by his phone about to step into the street in front of an approaching car… would you shout for him to stop or watch in silence?

Transition:  You’d probably step in because you care.  You wouldn’t watch as someone you loved headed toward pain and hardship.  God is the same.  He rebukes and corrects and disciplines those He loves to warn them off the path of sin, foolishness, and ruin.

CLOSING

God Pie Video[endnoteRef:8] [8:  "God Pie." YouTube. YouTube, 2 Feb. 2007. Web. 2 Feb. 2014. <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upmyrinWq64>.] 


This video is used in some New Life Membership classes but it humorously and clearly illustrates what it looks like to give God our left overs.  It can be found here:  http://www.newlifeadmin.org/downloads/MembershipClassFiles/

