SERIES: WI$E: Having Sense & Making Change
Message: #1 Wisdom Plans Ahead
Text: Proverbs 3:13-26
Topic: Wise Financial decisions plan ahead
BIG IDEA:   Money’s Not The Problem, Wisdom is

INTRODUCTION  Opening Jokes OR Kidney Sale OR Debt Quotes

American Financial Statistics (See Appendix).

The major reason for this is a lack of wisdom; a departing from God’s rule and reign in our lives.  Did you know that God’s Word is a guide for us to avoid these statistical outcomes of foolishness?  In fact there’s an entire book of the Bible dedicated specifically to the issue of Wisdom.  It’s called Proverbs and Proverbs has a lot to say about how our finances are directly connected to our level of wisdom.  A lot of the things we learn in this series can apply to every area of our lives like our marriage and jobs.  But we’re going to be focusing on what God has to say about our finances.

[bookmark: _GoBack]START WITH THE STORY OF SOLOMON & TRANSITION TO PROVERBS [More narrative help at BTC presentation]

1. WISDOM IS WORTH MORE THAN MONEY
13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding,
EXPLANATION:
This section is called a ____  because it begins with “blessed” and ends with “blessed”.
Wisdom and understanding are synonymous terms here. 
Wisdom is the greatest wealth
· 14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold.
· 15 She is more precious than rubies; 
·  nothing you desire can compare with her.
· 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.
· 17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace.
· 18 She is a tree of life to
· those who take hold of her; 
· those who hold her fast will be blessed.
Wisdom is the greatest wealth but won’t do you any good unless you “TAKE HOLD OF HER”
· Solomon tells us in Proverbs 1:20-23 that wisdom is available to everyone.  She is “calling aloud in the streets”.
· So why isn’t everyone wise?

SUPPORT:
·   Proverbs 21:20 The wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down.

ILLUSTRATION:   MC Hammer  OR  Lottery Failures

APPLICATION: Search your Heart
· Is money what you’re living for?
· Do you think more money will fix your problems?
· Are you intentionally trying to live wisely with your money?

2. WISDOM PLANS FOR SUCCESS
IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR A SUCCESSFUL MONEY MENTOR GET THE INSIDE SCOOP ON THE SUCCESS OF GOD’S PORTFOLIO:
19 By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; 20 by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew.
THE MOST WEALTHY BEING IN THE UNIVERSE USES WISDOM TO SET UP HIS PLANS

EXPLANATION:
You need to make Plans now to be successful later
This is how God wisely built creation
· Creation’s systems were pre-planned by God
· God created the earth, the heavens, and the oceans and the system that ties them all together (precipitation). 
· This cycle embodies order and life  Wise planning did this
· This cycle endures to this day, because God planned wisely.

SUPPORT:
“By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.” 
― Benjamin Franklin[endnoteRef:1] [1:  "Quotes About Planning." Good Reads. N.p., n.d. Web. 22 Jan. 2014. <http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/planning>.] 


God wants us to think ahead and plan. 
Proverbs 16:1-4 Commit to God and He will establish your plans

God expects us to have a plan and save:
Proverbs 21:20 In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.
Proverbs 6:6-8  Go to the ant O sluggard
Proverbs 13:22 Leave an inheritance for your children’s children

The bible calls this “Prudence”.  
prudent |ˈproōdnt|  → “Acting with or showing care and thought for the future.”
ORIGIN late Middle English : from Old French, or from Latin prudent- ‘foreseeing, attending to’[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Allen, R. E., H. W. Fowler, and F. G. Fowler. The Concise Oxford dictionary of current English. 8th ed. Oxford: Clarendon Press ;, 1990. Print.] 


This planning = “Prudence”
Proverbs 10:5 He who gathers crops in summer is a prudent son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son.
Proverbs 14:15 The simple believe anything, but the prudent give thought to their steps.
Benefits of Prudence:
Proverbs 15:24 The path of life leads upward for the prudent to keep them from going down to the realm of the dead.
Proverbs 16:22 Prudence is a fountain of life to the prudent, but folly brings punishment to fools.

ILLUSTRATION:  Aesop’s Fable OR  Reverse Engineering OR Yardstick Balancing

APPLICATION: Make a Financial Plan
· 10% Giving, 10% Saving, 80% Spending
· Budget Worksheet (See Appendix)
· Get Training:  Financial Peace University (daveramsey.com)

3. WISDOM IS NOT A GIVEN IT MUST BE MAINTAINED. 
21 My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound judgment and discretion; 22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck.  23 Then you will go on your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble.  24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.  25 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 26 for the Lord will be at your side and will keep your foot from being snared.

EXPLANATION:
Being wise in the past doesn’t guarantee wisdom in the future
· Wisdom is not the default mode; foolishness is.
· That is why you must be so vigilant to be wise.
· Solomon himself is an example of this.   
· You must persevere in wisdom. 

SUPPORT:
·   Proverbs 27:23-27 23 Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; 24 for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations. 25 When the hay is removed and new growth appears and the grass from the hills is gathered in, 26 the lambs will provide you with clothing, and the goats with the price of a field. 27 You will have plenty of goats’ milk to feed your family and to nourish your female servants.

ILLUSTRATION:  Kids at the Mall  OR  New Year’s Resolutions

APPLICATION:
· Automate the Important (Tithes, Utilities, etc.)
· Review your budget monthly
· Get training (Financial Peace University)

CLOSING:   Wise Christians should not be drowning in debt.  God’s not necessarily going to bless us all with a Mercedes and sometimes we do hit tough times.  We’re not claiming you’ll be rich by following God. But God calls us to wisely steward what He has given us.  Wouldn’t it be great to have enough for what we need and then some to generously give to God, those in need, and leave a financial blessing for our children and their children?  It starts with pursuing wisdom.  

ALTAR CALL / RESPONSE:  Sign Up Sheet (See Appendix)




=====================APPENDIX=====================

INTRODUCTION

VISUAL: The Fool-o-meter 
Pastor Joshua had an idea to create an image on the PPT or even an actual prop that could be used during the series.  It would look something like this:
[image: http://mikeduran.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/BeliefOmeter.jpg]Image from: http://mikeduran.com/2013/12/where-are-you-on-the-belief-o-meter/

It would be called the Fool-o-meter and could go Fool, Average, Wise from left to right.  You could also get a little funny with the categories such as Kanye West, Owl, Solomon from left to right.  If you’ve got some artistic people who are good at photoshop, give them this task and share it with the team!

You can then point back to this visual anytime you are illustrating foolish or wise spending habits, when you are reading Scripture about wisdom and prudence, or when you are challenging your people to take steps of financial wisdom.

Debt Statistics[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Fay, Bill. "Americans in Debt." Debtorg News. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://www.debt.org/faqs/americans-in-debt/>.] 


Use these statistics to demonstrate the great need we have when it comes to financial wisdom.  
· US National Debt is $17 Trillion
· 160 million Americans have credit cards.
· The average household owes $15,000 in credit card debt
· Total US consumer debt is $11.4 Trillion.
· In 2011, 1.4 million Americans filed for bankruptcy.
· 7.6 million homes went into foreclosure from 2009-2011.
· In 2011, 1 in 69 homes were foreclosed upon.  (That’s likely 1 or 2 homes of people from your church if your church has 100-200 adults!)


Quotes about Debt[endnoteRef:4] [4:  "92 Quotes About Debt That’ll Make You Think, Laugh, & Tweet!." Man Vs Debt RSS. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://manvsdebt.com/debt-quotes/>.] 


“Some debts are fun when you are acquiring them, but none are fun when you set about retiring them.”  -Ogden Nash
“The only man who sticks closer to you in adversity than a friend is a creditor.” -Unknown
“Before borrowing money from a friend, decide which you need most.”  -American Proverb
“Christmas is the season when you buy this year’s gifts with next year’s money.”  - Unknown
“Running into debt isn’t so bad. It’s running into creditors that hurts.”  -Unknown
“Rather go to bed supperless, than rise in debt.”  -Benjamin Franklin
“When you get in debt you become a slave.”  -Andrew Jackson


Woman Tries to Sell Kidney[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Jayson, Stan . "Woman Tries to Sell Kidney to Pay Bill." CNN. Cable News Network, 22 May 1997. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://www.cnn.com/US/9705/22/kidney/index.html?_s=PM:US>.] 

A number of years ago, a woman in Florida underwent gall bladder surgery and racked up a whopping $25,000 medical bill.  Being an average income American she was left her feeling the crushing weight of debt.  Feeling she had no other options left, she put out an ad in the local newspaper that read:  “KIDNEY Runs good, Taking offers. $30,000/obo,” (obo stands for Or best offer) 
Transition: Sounds crazy right?  To be in so much debt that you’d sell your kidney?  But the scary thing is that most Americans aren’t fairing much better.  → Lead into the Financial statistics
Debt and Money Jokes

Chapter 11[endnoteRef:6]  [6:  "Debt Jokes." Funny Jokes. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://www.jokebuddha.com/Debt#ixzz2r] 


(This joke will only work if the audience knows that Chapter 11 refers to US bankruptcy laws.  Also, the joke has been edited from the original to avoid an insensitive reference to contemplating suicide)
A man had been in business for many years and his business was going down the drain and was full of debt. He was at the end of his rope and didn't know what to do. So he went to his Priest to seek advice.
He told the Priest about all of his problems in business and asked the Priest what he should do. The Priest said "Take a beach chair and a bible and put them in your car and drive down to the edge of the ocean. Go to the water's edge. Take the beach chair out of the car, sit on it and take the Bible out and open it up. The wind will rifle the pages for a while and eventually the Bible will stay open at a particular page. Read the Bible and it will tell you what to do."
The man did as he is told. He placed a beach chair and a Bible in his car and drove down to the beach. He sat on the chair at the water's edge and opened the Bible. The wind rifled the pages of the Bible and then stopped at a particular page. He looked down at the Bible and knew immediately what he had to do.
Three months later the man and his family came back to see the Priest. The man was wearing a $1,000 Italian suit, his wife was all decked out with a full-length mink coat and the child was dressed in beautiful silk.
The man handed the Priest a thick envelope full of money and told him that he wants to donate this money to the church in order to thank the Priest for his wonderful advice.
The Priest was delighted. He recognizes the man and asked him what advice in the bible brought this good fortune to him.
The man replies: "Chapter 11."

Transition:  Hopefully that’s not how you read the Bible, just flip open to a random page.  Today we’re going to study the Bible a little better than that to see what advice God has for us when it comes to money.  Chances are, you could really use some financial tips from God right now.  Because… →  Lead into financial stats about Americans.

Nickels and Dimes[endnoteRef:7] [7:  "Little Johnny... Nickels and Dimes."Comedy Central's Jokes.com. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://www.jokes.com/funny-money-jokes/zrd0bk/little-johnny----nickels-and-dimes>.] 


Little Johnny is always being teased by the other neighborhood boys for being stupid. Their favorite joke is to offer Johnny his choice between a nickel and a dime -- Little Johnny always takes the nickel.
One day, after Johnny takes the nickel, a neighbor takes him aside and says, "Johnny, those boys are making fun of you. Don't you know that a dime is worth more than a nickel, even though the nickel's bigger?"
Johnny grins and says, "Well, if I took the dime, they'd stop doing it, and so far I've made $20!"

Transition:  Not a bad plan.  If only $20 was enough to fix some of our money problems.  Unfortunately, it’s not.  →  Lead into financial stats about Americans.
MAIN POINT 1  
MC Hammer[endnoteRef:8]     [8:  Sanburn, Josh. "Top 9 Celebrity Bankruptcies." Time. N.p., 14 Feb. 2012. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://business.time.com/2012/02/16/top-9-celebrity-bankruptcies/slide/m-c-hammer/>.] 

MC Hammer, famous for his song “U Can’t Touch This,” made $33 million dollars from a single album.  He spent his money lavishly in excessive and over the top ways.  He paid a crew of 200 people to follow him around which cost him $500,000 every single month.  He bought a $30 million dollar mansion that featured 21 horses, 17 cars, a hammer-pants shaped swimming pool, gold plated gates, marble statues of himself, and a gold toilet.[endnoteRef:9]  In 6 years, he filed for bankruptcy. [9:  Barrett, Chris. "How MC Hammer Blew 50 Million Quid." Sabotage Times. N.p., 18 June 2013. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://sabotagetimes.com/people/how-mc-hammer-blew-50-million-quid/>.] 


Transition: Sometimes we think that if we just had a little more money, we’d be able to get out of our financial mess.  But that’s just not the case.  If we lack wisdom with a little money, we will lack wisdom with a lot of money.  Wisdom is worth more than money.


Lottery to Bankruptcy
	Pastor Joshua’s Holec’s story: A woman he knew waitressed at a restaurant and played the lotto often.  One day, she actually won.  She ended up with a million dollars.  Can you imagine going from a waitress to a millionaire overnight?  Sadly, within a year or two, she was back at that same exact restaurant broke and begging for a job.  	
Alternatively, 10 Lotto to Broke stories[endnoteRef:10] can be found here: [10:  Dove, Laurie. "10 Most Spectacular Lottery Burnouts." HowStuffWorks. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://entertainment.howstuffworks.com/10-lottery-burnouts.htm#page=1>.] 

http://entertainment.howstuffworks.com/10-lottery-burnouts.htm#page=1
Transition: These people didn’t have money problems.  They had wisdom problems!  Sometimes we think that if we just had a little more money, we’d be able to get out of our financial mess.  But that’s just not the case.  If we lack wisdom with a little money, we will lack wisdom with a lot of money.  Wisdom is worth more than money.


MAIN POINT 2

Aesop’s Fable[endnoteRef:11]
 [11:  "The Ant and the Grasshopper." Aesop's Fables. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://www.umass.edu/aesop/content.php?i=1&n=0>.] 

In a field one summer's day a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping and singing to its heart's content. An Ant passed by, bearing along with great toil an ear of corn he was taking to the nest.
"Why not come and chat with me," said the Grasshopper, "instead of toiling and moiling in that way?"
"I am helping to lay up food for the winter," said the Ant, "and recommend you to do the same."
"Why bother about winter?" said the Grasshopper; we have got plenty of food at present." But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil.
When the winter came the Grasshopper found itself dying of hunger, while it saw the ants distributing, every day, corn and grain from the stores they had collected in the summer.
Then the Grasshopper knew...
It is best to prepare for the days of necessity.
Transition: We tell that story to children but sometimes us adults forget that lesson.  We have to deal wisely with our money by planning today for our future.  Where do you want to be in ten years in terms of money?  Do you have a plan to pay for your kid’s college?  Do you have a plan to leave an inheritance?  Do you have a plan to pay off the house?  Wisdom plans for success.

Reverse Engineering

Reverse engineering is the process of analyzing and taking something apart in order to understand how it works, make copies of it, and even improve upon it.  Reverse engineering has led to a lot of breakthroughs.  If you’ve met anyone with reconstructive surgery or a kneecap replacement surgery, then you’ve seen reverse engineering in action.  You start with the end product that works and then you say what do we need to do to get there?  Wisdom does that.  Wisdom keeps the end goal in mind first and then takes a course of action that will get there.  We need to reverse engineer our lives.  Where do you want to be?  Do you desire to be debt free?  Do you desire to have money ready to pay for your kids’ college tuition?  Do you desire to leave the house to your kids or grandkids and have that be a blessing rather than a financial burden?  Then reverse engineer your life and take the steps now in that direction.  Otherwise, you may be taking steps to foreclosure and failure without knowing it because you’re not looking ahead.  

Yardstick Balancing

Credit for this illustration goes to Pastor Dwayne.  Back in 2006 he used this illustration to teach young people to plan for their future.  Get a yardstick or some other long object that you can balance on the palm of one hand.  Explain that the top end of the yardstick is your future and the bottom is the present.  While trying to balance the yardstick, look only at the bottom of the stick in your hand.  You’ll find it incredibly difficult to balance it because by the time you see any slight movement, the top is ready to topple and it is too late to adjust.  Then try to balance it while looking at the top.  You’ll find it very easy because the slightest tilt is visible right away and you can adjust your hand.  That’s how life works.  When all you focus on is right now, your future will come toppling down faster than you can blink.  But when you keep your eyes on the future and wisely plan ahead, you’ll be able to adjust your life in the present to ensure success down the road.  

**Do not simply read this illustration or explain it!  Actually get a yard stick and do this on the stage.  Or, invite one or two people up to try it (high schoolers would work well).**  
Budget Worksheet[endnoteRef:12]  [12:  "daveramsey.com." Dave Ramsey. N.p., n.d. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://www.daveramsey.com/home/>.] 


Dave Ramsey has some very helpful budgeting worksheets on his website.  We have contacted the company and received permission to print and distribute these worksheets on Sunday.  You can place them inside of the Sunday bulletin and at this point in the sermon, direct people to them.  A lot of people don’t actually have a written budget.  That is major folly!  Encourage them to find time this week to sit down as a family and create a budget.  Links are below and these files should be sent to you as PDF’s with this outline.

The Quick Start Budget:  http://a248.e.akamai.net/f/1611/26335/9h/dramsey.download.akamai.com/23572/daveramsey.com/media/pdf/forms/fpu_qbudget.pdf

Monthly Cash Flow Plan: http://a248.e.akamai.net/f/1611/26335/9h/dramsey.download.akamai.com/23572/daveramsey.com/media/pdf/forms/fpu_monthly_cash_flow_plan_forms.pdf


MAIN POINT 3

Kids at the Mall

If you’ve ever taken your kids to go shopping at the mall during Christmas time or brought your kids to a circus or carnival, you know how hard they are to keep in front of you.  The more kids you have the more impossible it becomes.  You can have one child on your shoulders and one in each hand and still lose them.  Sometimes they hide just to torture you and you start to panic.  Did someone take them?  What trouble are they getting into now?  You’ve got to have your guard up at all times and keep your eyes glued to them every moment.  That’s what wisdom is like.  Wisdom is like a kid at a crowded mall.  The Bible is warning us.  Do not let wisdom out of your sight!  It’s so easy to lose!  It’s so easy to take a wrong turn and to get distracted by other things.  You have to work hard to keep focused on living a wise life.  



New Years Resolutions 

Anybody make any New Years resolutions last month?  We make them with high hopes don’t we?.  We begin them with ferver and determination.  A recent study showed that 4 out of 5 people who buy gym memberships for the New Year drop out shortly after[endnoteRef:13].  We hit the gym hard from Jan 1 to January 7th.  But by January 14th… we’ve fallen right back into our old habit.  Good decisions now don’t guarantee good decisions down the road.  You have to constantly check up on yourself and constantly push yourself.  Wisdom isn’t a given.  It has to be maintained.  It’s a struggle.  It’s a fight.  It’s hard work.  But it’s worth it.  It takes a commitment. [13:  Moon, Bob. "New Year's resolutions boost gym memberships." Marketplace.org. N.p., 2 Jan. 2013. Web. 24 Jan. 2014. <http://www.marketplace.org/topics/business/new-years-resolutions-boost-gym-memberships>.] 



ALTAR CALL/RESPONSE

Sign Up Sheet

At the end of the message, tell the congregation that there will be a sign up sheet coming around for them to commit to some wise financial steps.  This can be passed around in the pews or done on their way out of church.  The sheet can include the following options:

Budget Workshop:  New Life Mont Clare is holding a budget workshop.  Perhaps your location can plan a similar workshop in order to teach people wise financial skills.  

Budget Worksheet: The Budget Worksheets mentioned earlier in the appendix can be made available.  Signing up for this would mean a personal commitment to fill this out as a household.

Prayer:  This is a commitment to pray for wisdom from God to steward your finances in a way that honors Him.

Monthly Review:  This is a commitment to check in on your finances every month to make sure spending is within budget and things are going according to plan.

Financial Peace University:  Financial Peace University is a nine week course developed by Dave Ramsey designed to help people get their finances in order.  You can take it online, join a nearby class, or your church can host a class!  More information can be found here: http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/

10/10/80:  This is a commitment to give 10%, save 10%, and live off of the remaining %80.
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