Series: Wise
The Best Budgeting Principle
Malachi 3:6-10
GIVING IS KEY TO SPIRITUAL AND FINANCIAL RENEWAL
**If you don’t get giving down it will cancel out every other blessing of biblical financial stewardship.

Malachi 3:6-12 (NIV) – READ.
6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’
8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’
“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty.
Israel’s Backslidden Condition:

1. The men had married women who worshipped other gods. 2:10-12 (Compromise)
2. The men were divorcing their wives and breaking their covenants in order to marry these pagan women.  2:13-16 (Selfishness)
3. The people were doubting that God would bring justice and had grown cynical about the benefits of living right.  2:17-3:1-5

(doubt or lack of faith)

1. Spiritual Renewal is often tied to financial obedience
(3: 7) “Return to me and I will return to you” says the Lord Almighty.

The people asked, “How are we to return?”  The prophet tells them that the key is in their tithes and offerings.
God answers a question with a question:

“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’

God’s answer: “In tithes and offerings.” V. 8
The word for “rob” in the original Hebrew is a strong word that means “to take forcibly”.
The Tithe is a divine and over-arching biblical principle practiced, before, during and after the Law.
Before the law (Genesis 14:20; 28:22)

During the law (Lv. 27:30; Num.18:24) and 
Sanctioned by Jesus in the NT (Luke 11:42). 
JESUS SAID: “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone.”
In the book of Acts the believers seemed to give much more than a tithe. (Selling Property and Working hard so they could give to those in need.)
“offerings” has to do with special gifts above and beyond the tithe – IE. THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 12/12 & 12/19
2. Lack of obedience in Giving plugs up the channel of God’s blessing
The Result: You are under a curse that affects the whole nation
9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me.
What kind of curse?  - A curse that did not allow them to prosper very well. They had to struggle to keep their gains.
Does God curse his people? —NO! 
God is the God of blessings and has come to break curses. 
We do however curse ourselves (or place ourselves outside of the blessing zone or put ourselves in a bind) by holding back what rightfully belongs to God. 
IN the NT book of Galatians 6:7-8, the Apostle Paul says it this way:

7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good,for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

I don’t believe that God curses what he has blessed. But if we block the blessing, we are placing ourselves outside of the full benefit of the Biblical Sow/Reap Principle!
3.  Our Giving brings a release in the spiritual realm that God challenges us to test.
Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’
Verse 10 – “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, 
“The Solution to spiritual renewal requires full obedience. Partial obedience is simply disobedience”
God promises two types of release: V. 10-11
a. The Release of abundance:
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” V. 10b

Other NT Verses on Release of Abundance:

Jesus said in Luke 6:38 

Give and shall be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

Remember this whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 2 Corinthians 9:6

Do not be deceived; God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Galatians 6:7-8
b. The Release of Protection
11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. 
“I will prevent pests from devouring your crops…” 

More Literal would be “…I will prevent the Eater…. 
Ever Feel like your finances are getting eaten away?

THE RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE!

Than those who feared the Lord talked with each other, and the Lord listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his name. v. 16
God’s Response To Those that Feared His Name:

17 “On the day when I act,” says the Lord Almighty, “they will be my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as a father has compassion and spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.

I’m asking you to make a commitment today! – Start consistently giving to God the TITHE! 

TEST HIM IN THIS!
Next steps:
Return to the Lord by honoring Him with your finances.

Make a decision to give God the Whole Tithe.

Practice Generosity – the joy of serving through giving.

Invite a friend to Easter Service.

Join the Blue Book class and get baptized this Easter.

May God give you faith and courage to keep your commitment!
At New Life Community Church sermon preparation is a collaborative/team effort. 
Extra Material for possible usage:

Read Haggai 1:3-11 (Put God First!) (Maybe read this JP)

Listen to what God told the people when they were neglecting the house of God and spending on themselves 
3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”

5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”

