



SERIES: WISE
THE POWER OF SAVING
Genesis 41:33-36



INTRODUCTION: 

Margin and why it matters – IL. Driving to Chicago. 

There are few things that feel worse than the credit card trap of “Buy Now and Pay Later” 

IL. Hamster Wheel. Always paying but never getting anywhere!

Proverbs 22:7 – “Just as the rich rule the poor, so the borrower is servant to the lender.”


Why You Should Build Financial Margin in Your Life. 
1. The bible teaches us to save. 
“The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he gets.” Proverbs 21:20 LB

“Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise.7 Without having any chief, officer, or ruler, she prepares her bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest.” Proverbs 6:6-8

APPLICATION: Make a Decision right now to start build margin by saving $10 a week.

2. When you save, positive things are set in motion:
Here’s three of them…
You create an environment that reduces your stress level.
“Poor money-management skills and lack of financial resources can lead to stress that spills over into your relationships, wearing you down. The good news is smart spending and saving can help you cope with stress and feel more in control.” 

“Forty-six percent of people who save regularly say they don't experience financial stress, the Salary Finance report found. However, 52% of those who do not save consistently do stress about money.”
Katie Brockman
Matthew 6:34 - Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

You create an opportunity for God to Bless the little you do have.
1 Kings 17:12 “As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug…..verse 16 “For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.”

You create capacity and opportunity to bless others.

“When God blesses you financially, don’t raise your standard of living. Raise your standard of giving.” Mark Batterson


Proverbs 11:25-26 “Whoever brings blessing will be enriched,
    and one who waters will himself be watered.
26 The people curse him who holds back grain,
    but a blessing is on the head of him who sells it.”

2 Corinthians 9:8-10 “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.” 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.”
3. Saving empowers you to manage an uncertain economy: (Cycles of Increase and Decrease)
Remember the story of Joseph? Genesis 41:33-36
Joseph storehouse saved the nation and his family Gen. 41:33-34

33 “And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. They should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh to be kept in the cities of food. This food should be held in reserve for the country to be used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.  Genesis 41:35-36

Lessons on saving from Joseph: (revised from NL- Thrive Series)
There are cycles of prosperity and recession in every economy.
BE PREPARED for up and down cycles! Make no assumptions that things will always remain the same.
You need to save during all cycles yet all the more during times of surplus! Many people make a critical mistake during times of prosperity - they upgrade their living but do not, first, set-aside anything for savings!
ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever seen a skinny squirrel in the middle of winter? Have you ever seen a slumbering squirrel in the Fall?
During times of recession, our surplus becomes all the more valuable and can, in turn, create more income so others may be blessed. 
“One gives freely yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want.” Proverbs 11:24

STOREHOUSE INSIGHTS: A Storehouse enables you to Model being a channel of blessing. (Give God something to bless)

Other storehouse examples:

David had storehouses to collect material for the temple and built them throughout Israel.  I Chron. 27:25

Nehemiah had storehouses to rebuild Jerusalem Neh. 7:70-72; 13:12-13

Hezekiah had a storehouse 2 Chron. 31:6-10; 32:27-30

Since the people began to bring their contributions to the temple of the Lord, we have had enough to eat and plenty to spare, because the Lord has blessed his people, and this great amount is left over.
Hezekiah gave orders to prepare the storerooms in the temple of the Lord and this was done.  2 Chron. 31:10-11

How it works? Practical steps
· Start by setting some money aside out of every paycheck into an account. You may need to start very small. 
· Dedicate it as a storehouse unto the Lord and ask him to command his blessing upon it.
· Be consistent and don’t dip into the storehouse.
· As it grows invest and make it work for you. Make money on your money.  (Live off the cream in the barrel.)
· Use it only to invest in Kingdom projects, times of crisis,  pass on to your children

Word of warning: Scripture always cautions us about making our treasure our confidence and security. Your savings is Lord’s storehouse. That he may bless it. (Matthew 6:20-21)
Proverbs 16:9 In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.
James 4:13-15 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." [14] Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? 


“What a wonderful example of faithful stewardship and preparedness. We may not know what’s coming in 7 years, or 7 days, but we can always be faithful to prepare for the unexpected. We also learn from Joseph that our savings don’t only serve us, but others. As you save, think through the lens of provision AND generosity.” Crown – Arielle Vogel

Application: You have a choice to be a Joseph (Saver) or Joseph’s brothers (enslaved, vulnerable, dependent). 
I like this saying; “Money is like manure. If you let it pile up it just smells. But if you spread it around, you can encourage things to grow.”





PRACTICAL ACTION STEPS TO HELP YOU SAVE:
Don’ t be a hoarder- (Luke 12:15-21)
Mathew 6:24 - “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

Never Set Your Security in Riches:
I Timothy 6:17 – “17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” 

Proverbs 11:28 “Whoever trusts in his riches will fall,
    but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf.” 

Avoid Get Rich Quick Schemes - Save Little by Little – 
“Wealth gained hastily will dwindle,
    but whoever gathers little by little will increase it.” Proverbs 13:11


ALTAR CALL / RESPONSE: Become a Saver:
Give Up Your Stress – Take Action – START SAVING TODAY!
Consistent Saver, Opportunity Creator, Blessing to Others!

Extra Helps:
· “The greatest blessing the whole world is being a blessing.”  Jack Hyles
· “When God blesses you financially, don’t raise your standard of living. Raise your standard of giving.” Mark Batterson
· “God didn’t add another day to your life because you needed it. He did it because someone out there needs you!”
· “A kind gesture can reach a wound that only compassion can heal.”  Steve Maraboli






